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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  ol  Health 

For  theyear  296/ 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  THstnct  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ig6i. 

The  population  of  the  Rural  District  is  growing  and  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  within  its  bounds.  The  former  has 
risen  by  about  750  on  the  i960  figure. 

The  Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  showed  little 
change  at  19.  The  Death  rate  is  slightly  lower  than  i960. 

There  were  no  particularly  noteable  incidents  in  the  work 
of  the  departments  during  the  year.  The  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  was  low.  Measles  again  being  the  most 
prominent — 145  cases  compared  with  171  the  previous  year. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  the  happy  atmosphere  in  which  our  work  is  carried  out  ; 
also  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  members  of  the  Committee  for 
interest  and  support  given. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  Robertson  Wilson, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33,i59 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,340 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1961)  ...  4,032 

Rateable  value  at  1.4.61  ...  ...  ...  ...£186,834 

Amount  produced  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £829 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty  births,  174  males  and  156 
females,  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  birth  rate  of 
19.0  compares  with  the  rate  of  iq.7  per  1,000,  in  i960.  Ten 
of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 

Stillbirths. 

There  were  three  male  and  two  female  stillbirths  during 
the  year,  making  a stillbirth  rate  of  14.9  per  1,000  total  live 
and  stillbirths  compared  with  a rate  of  9.5  per  1,000  in  i960. 

Deaths. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-seven  deaths,  96  males  and  15 1 
females,  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  death  rate  at 
1 1. 7 per  1,000  compares  with  a rate  of  12.4  per  1,000  in  i960. 


Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  estimated  population — 

Total  (aU  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Crude  rate  14.2 

Adjusted  rate 11.7 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Malignant  neoplasms,  etc. 

(Cols.  10 — 15  inch  of  S.D.  30)  1.79 

Live  birth  rates  per  1,000  estimated  population — 

Crude  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  19.0 

Adjusted  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19.0 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  14.9 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  ...  Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000 births  ...  ...  18.2 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  12. i 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  9.1 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births 23.9 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  table  below  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  Rural  District 
residents  in  1961  — 


Cause  of  Death 
Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis  (Other) 

Cancer  of  stomach 

,,  respiratory  tract 

,,  breast  ... 

,,  all  other  sites  ... 

Vascular  lesions 

Heart  Disease  (Angina)  ... 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Diabetes 

Pneumonia 

Influenza  ... 

Bronchitis 
Leukaemia  ... 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

All  other  accidents 


Male  Female 

Total 

I 

2 

3 

3 

I 

4 

— 

3 

3 

9 

12 

21 

7 

26 

33 

19 

10 

29 

14 

22 

36 

3 

13 

16 

— 

I 

I 

7 

II 

18 

2 

2 

4 

13 

3 

16 

— II 

I — I 

15  39  54 
224 

— 33 


96  151  247 


D 


The  table  below  shows  comparisons  for  the  years  1957- 
1961  between  birth  and  death  rates  in  England  and  Wales: — 


England  and 
Wales 


Fylde  Rural 
District 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

1957 

16. 1 

11.5 

19.0 

12.3 

1958 

16.4 

11.7 

18.1 

15-5 

1959 

16.5 

II. 6 

21. 1 

II-3 

i960 

17.1 

11.5 

19.7 

12.4 

1961 

17.4 

12.0 

19.0 

11.7 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Personnel 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Other  Appointments  held  : 


Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  : 

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  : 

Hospital  Facilities. 

For  general  cases  the  main  hospitals  used  are  the  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  of  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee,  and  the  Blackpool  Victoria,  Wesham  Park, 
and  Lytham  St.  Annes  Hospitals  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde 
Hospital  Management  Committee.  Infectious  diseases  are 
admitted  to  the  Devonshire  Road  Hospital,  Blackpool, 
excepting  in  the  case  of  Tuberculosis  which  go  to  Elswick 
Sanatorium.  Accommodation  for  Smallpox  is  provided  by 
the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the  Ainsworth 
Smallpox  Hospital,  near  Bury. 


C.  Robertson  Wilson,  m.b.,  ch.b., 

D. P.H.  (edin.). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Boroughs 
of  Lytham  St.  Annes,  and  Fleet- 
wood.  Urban  Districts  of  Poulton- 
le- Fylde,  Kirkham,  Thornton 
Cleveleys  and  Preesall,  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Division 
No.  3,  Lancashire  County  Council. 

H.  Graham,  m.a.p.h.l,  cekt.k.s.h. 


T.  B.  Berry,  m.a.p.h.l,  cert.r.s.h. 
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Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council,  Ambulance  Stations  in  No.  3 Health  Divi- 
sion of  the  Lancashire  County  are  located  at  Wesham,  St. 
Annes,  Thornton  and  Fleetwood.  , The  service  is  now  a part  of 
Radio-control  Area  No.  3 of  the  County  Ambulance  Service 
and  controlled  from  Broughton  House,  near  Preston. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examination  of  specimens — also  water, 
milk  and  ice  cream  samples, — is  carried  out  at  the  new  Public 
Health  Laboratory  building  in  Meadow  Street,  Preston. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

General  nursing  cases  and  confinements  are  attended  by 
District  Nurses  and  Midwives  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

Venereal  Disease  Service 

Facilities  for  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  are  available 
at  Blackpool  Victoria  Hospital  and  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  OTHER 
CLINICS.  FYLDE  AREA  OF  LANCASHIRE 
ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical 
Clinic 

Clinics  of  the  County  Council,  held  in  the  Rural  District, 
at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report,  are  as  follows  : — 

Freckleton — Methodist  Sunday  School 

Monday  ...  p.m.  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

p.m.  Immunisation  (Fourth  Monday 

in  each  month). 

p.m.  Vaccination  (Third  Monday  in 

each  month). 

Singleton — Church  Hall. 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (First  and  third  Monday 

in  each  month). 

Salwick — Social  Centre  of  the  United  Kingdom  Atomic  Energy 
Authority,  Springfield  Works. 

Wednesday...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (First  and  third  Wed- 
nesday in  each  month), 
p.m.  Immunisation  (Third  Wednes- 

day in  each  month), 
p.m.  Vaccination  (Third  Wednesday 

in  each  month). 
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Staining — T he  Institute. 

Monday  ...  p.m.  C.W.C.  (2nd  and  4th  Monday 

in  each  month).  (M.O.  4th 
Monday  only). 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
A total  of  85  samples  was  obtained  in  the  Fylde  Rural 
District  during  1961,  consisting  of  51  samples  of  milk  (eleven 
of  which  were  of  Channel  Island  milk)  and  34  others, 
comprising  : — 


I Sodium  bicarbonate  B.P. 
I Olive  Oil  B.P. 

I Boric  acid  Powder  B.P. 

I Gin  and  orange 
I Tea 
I Butter 
I Marmalade 

1 Dried  peas 

2 Gin 

I Brandy 
I Vinegar 
I Plain  flour 
I Barley 

1 Sultanas 

2 Dripping 


1 Compound  codeine  tablets  B.P. 

2 Cod  liver  oil  B.P. 

I Arrowroot  B.P.C. 

I Bread 

I Sugar 

I White  pepper 
I Prunes,  canned 
I Custard  powder 

3 Whisky 

I Saccharin  tablets 
I Cheese 
I Shredded  suet 
I Plum  pudding 
I Currants 


All  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the  County 
Analyst  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  two  samples  of 
Channel  Islands  milk  which  were  both  found  to  be  deficient  of 
6.2%  of  fat.  Both  samples  were  from  the  same  vendor,  who 
was  cautioned,  and  further  samples  were  obtained,  which  were 
subsequently  reported  to  be  genuine. 


Ac.  Food 

Pneumonia  Poisoning 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Under  5 years  — — — — 

5—14  years — — __ 

15 — 44  years i — 18  i 

45—64  years — — 5 — 


Total  all  ages 


I — 23  I 


Other  notifiable  diseases  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  3 Females 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  i Female 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis;  during  the  year  1961 
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Meningococ- 
cal Infection 

M. 

Dysentery 

I 

1 

1 2 

2 

I 

10 

Measles 

excluding 

German 

Measles 

2 

6 

10 

10 

34 

2 

I 

10 

vO 

ro  !>.  0 0 • 

M M M ro  ... 

0 

00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Non-paraTtic 

M. 

0 

"-P 

Ph 

bo 

a,  t 
S ' 

0 C 

gc. 

iib 

. M M M -N  10  • 

0 

3 

5 

..  M : : ^ : 

Scarlet 

Fever 

. . • • . Tf  M • • . 

*0 

. . . . . (VJ  . . . . 

<s 

Numbers  originally 
notified 

Total  (all  ages) 

Final  numbers  after 
correction  under 

I year  . . 

Years 

1 — 

2 — 

3— 

4— 

5— 9 

10 — 14 

15—24 

25  and  over 

Age  unknown 

Total  (all  ages)  . . 
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Tuberculosis. 

A Tuberculosis  service  is  provided  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  the 
District  Council.  The  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  mainly 
for  treatment,  the  County  Council  for  prevention,  caie  and 
after-care,  and  the  Sanitarjr  Authority  foi  prevention. 

A Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  is  provided  by  the  Lanca- 
shire County  Council,  and  Hospital  and  Chest  Chnic  facilities 
by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Com- 
mittee. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  very  low  — only 
two  cases,  both  pulmonary,  notified.  No  death  occurred  during 
the  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  declining  toll  of  this  grave 
disease. 


Numbers  originally 
notified 

Under  5 years  ... 

5— 14  years 
^5— 24  years  ... 

25— 44  years  ... 

45— 64  years  ... 

65  and  over 
Age  unknown 

Total  (all  ages) 


T uberculosis 
Meninges  & 

Respiratory  C.N.S.  Other 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


I 


I I 


Yours  faithfully. 


C.  ROBERTSON  WILSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Fyide  Rural  District  Council 


Health  Department, 

Council  Oefices, 

Wesham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Fyide  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  and  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  my 
sixteenth  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector's  Department  ; the  report  being  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1961. 

There  were  no  staff  changes  during  the  year,  and  I would 
like  to  place  on  record  again  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Berry  and  to 
Mrs.  Kirkham,  for  the  most  satisfactory  way  in  which  they 
have  helped  to  ensure  the  smooth  running  of  the  department 
and  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

No  event  of  special  interest  occurred  during  the  year,  and 
comments  upon  the  various  aspects  of  the  work  dealt  with  are 
contained  in  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  report. 


Details  for  the  year  1961  are  set  out 
following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  made  : — 

below  and 

Inspections  (details  below) 

...  1.656 

Re-visits  

426 

Informal  notices  served 

23 

Statutor}^  notices  served 

T 

Legal  Proceedings 

0 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ... 

23 

Defects  or  nuisances  abated 

29 

12 


Inspections  and  re-visits  in  connection  with  : — 
Public  Health  Act. 


Dwelling-houses  on  complaint  ... 

43 

Drains  and  Sewers 

...  119 

Ditches  and  Watercourses 

...  84 

Infectious  Diseases 

34 

Inns,  Restaurants,  etc. 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

Offensive  accumulations  ... 

29 

Smoke  (observations,  etc.) 

6 

Verminous  premises 

I 

Moveable  dwellings  

...  489 

Insect  Pests 

33 

Keeping  of  animals 

8 

Housing  Acts. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

18 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas 

14 

Improvement  Grants 

99 

Factories  Acts. 

Bakehouses 

9 

Others 

30 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Food  Premises 

160 

Food  Inspection  ... 

107 

Sampling  ... 

23 

Dairies  and  Milksho]>s 

5 

Brucella  Abortus  ... 

21 

Waste  Foods  Order 

34 

Miscellaneous. 

Shops  Acts ... 

...  215 

Pests  Act,  1949 

250 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . . . 

lob 

Miscellaneous 

6q 

Meat  Inspection : Carcases  inspected  and  condemnations 
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Slaughterhouses,  Food  and  Food  Premises. 

Only  one  slaughterhouse  is  in  operation  in  the  district  at 
Freckleton.  All  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption 
were  inspected  and  details  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  dealt 
with  are  set  out  below.  The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  14.  The  number  of  visits  made  in 
connection  with  the  inspection  of  food  was  107. 

The  only  other  foodstuffs  condemned  were  175  lbs.  5 ozs. 
of  canned  ham,  and  17  lbs.  of  brisket  of  beef. 

There  are  seven  bakers  and/or  confectioners  in  the  district. 
Regular  visits  were  made  to  all  of  them  and  in  no  case  was  any 
formal  action  necessary.  160  visits  were  made  to  food  premises 
of  all  kinds.  50  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream.  Of  these  5 sell  loose  ice  cream,  2 sell  loose  and  wrapped, 
and  the  remaining  43  sell  wrapped  ice  cream.  Three  premises 
are  registered  and  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  and 
all  of  them  use  the  hot-mix  method  of  production.  Twenty- 
five  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  ; One  was  unsatisfactory.  48  inspections  were 
made  at  ice  cream  premises.  Four  premises  are  registered  for 
the  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed,  preserved  or 
pickled  food,  and  six  inspections  made  revealed  no  cause  for 
action. 

The  number  of  food  premises  by  type  of  business,  in  the 
rlistrict  at  the  end  of  the  vear  was  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Business  No. 

Oeneral  grocers  and  provision  dealers  ...  3b 
(Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including 

those  selling  wet  fish,  game,  etc.)  ...  17 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Meat  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners  ...  ...  7 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  b 

Sugar  confectionery,  minerals,  ice  cream  t8 
Licensed  premises,  clubs,  restaurants. 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4^ 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  4^ 
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The  number  of  distributors  of  milk  registered  by  the  local 
authority  and  operating  from  dairies  in  the  district  was  12  ; 
and  those  operating  from  shops  other  than  dairies  was  4. 
Dealers  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regu- 
lations i960  are  now  issued  by  the  County  Council. 

107  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for 
examination  with  the  following  results  : — 


Positive 

Negative  No 

Result 

Tuberculosis 
Brucellosis — 

Nil 

— 

Ring  Test 

32 

31 

5 

Culture  Test  ... 

I 

32 

— 

Biological  Test 

3 

3 

— 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

Factories 

Health 

There  were  69  factories  on  the  register  on  the  31st 
December,  1961.  46  inspections  were  made  and  only  one 
notice  in  connection  with  sanitary  accommodation  was 
necessary.  This  was  complied  with.  There  were  no  new  devel- 
opments during  the  year,  and  with  about  four  exceptions  the 
factories  are  mainly  of  the  small  owner-occupied  type. 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  number  and  types  of  sanitary  accommodation  are 


set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 

ig6o 

ig6i 

No.  of  middens  ... 

72 

70 

No.  of  pail  closets 

397 

384 

No.  of  fesh  water  closets 

3.679 

3.882 

No.  of  moveable  ashbins 

3.967 

4.155 

No.  of  trough  closets  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  waste  water  closets 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage 
(estimated) 

3,620 

3,808 

Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 

The  Council  undertakes  the  weekly  collection  of  refuse  in 
all  parishes.  Another  year  went  by  without  the  acquisition  of 
the  proposed  tipping  site  at  Whinbrick  but  by  the  end  of  the 
year  the  acquisition  of  the  land  was  imminent.  The  tip  at 


i6 


Weeton  came  to  the  end  of  its  life,  and  the  one  at  Staining  was 
inaccessible  for  several  months.  The  bulk  of  refuse  was  dis- 
posed of  at  the  Larbreck  Tip. 

The  amount  of  refuse  removed  seems  to  increase  year  by 
year  and  the  staff  engaged  upon  this  work  is  stretched  to  the 
limit. 

The  establishment  consists  of  one  12  cu.  yd.  Ford  Diesel, 
one  12  cu.  yd.  dual-tip  Karrier  Diesel,  one  18  cu.  yd.  dual-tip 
Karrier  Diesel  and  two  10-12  cu.  yd.  Karrier  Gamecock  petrol 
vehicles.  One  of  these  latter  vehicles  is  held  in  reserve  for 
special  collections,  breakdowns  and  other  emergencies.  In 
their  policy  of  changing  over  to  Diesel-engined  vehicles  a 
further  18  cu.  yd.  Karrier  was  ordered  at  the  end  of  the  year 
for  delivery  in  time  for  the  1962  summer  season.  18  men, 
including  4 drivers,  are  engaged  upon  refuse  collection  ; one 
man  is  employed  as  salvage  baler  and  lelief  dustman  ; and  the 
tips  are  controlled  by  an  attendant  working  with  a Ferguson 
tractor. 

Day  to  day  supervision  is  exercised  by  a foreman  under 
the  general  direction  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Waste  paper  continued  to  be  sold  to  the  Thames  Board 
Mills  Limited.  The  amount  disposed  of  and  its  cash  value  was 
as  follows  : — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Mixed  Waste  ... 

39 

4 

3 

308 

0 

0 

Fibreboard 

. 38 

16 

I 

388 

19 

2 

Newsprint 

29 

7 

I 

249 

3 

0 

Totals 

107 

8 

I 

£946 

2 

2 

A new  salvage  trailer  was  purchased  and  brought  into 
service  in  place  of  one  of  the  old  trailers  which  had  been  in  use 
since  the  war  years. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

This  particular  section  of  work  probably  took  up  as  much 
of  the  department’s  time  as  did  all  its  other  work  put  together. 
The  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  spent  almost  entirely  upon 
dealing  with  application  in  relation  to  existing  sites  and  to  the 


17 


detenniiiiiig  ol  their  planning  status  and  the  issue  ot  site 
licences.  The  Council  decided  to  allow  a period  of  twelve 
months  within  which  the  conditions  of  licences  should  be 
complied  with.  At  the  end  of  six  months  inspections  were  made 
of  all  the  licenced  sites  and  a progress  report  submitted  to  the 
Health  Committee.  Site  operators  were  reminded  of  their 
obligations  and  of  the  date  by  which  all  works  required  by  their 
licences  should  be  completed.  By  the  second  quarter  of  1962 
is  reached  a clearer  picture  will  emerge  as  to  the  ability  and 
willingness  of  the  operators  to  bring  their  sites  up  to  the 
required  standards. 

The  omission  of  tents  from  the  provisions  of  the  new  Act 
to  which  I referred  in  last  year’s  report  as  “regrettable,”  did 
indeed  prove  to  be  a cause  for  concern  in  this  district.  In 
recent  years,  with  the  improved  design  of  tents  and  equipment, 
a resurgence  of  popularity  of  true  camping  has  taken  place. 
At  the  height  of  the  summer  season  there  must  have  been 
several  hundreds  of  tents  spread  over  helds  in  various  parts  of 
the  district.  The  42  consecutive  or  60  intermittent  days 
permitted  use  precludes  any  effective  measures  of  control  under 
licensing,  and  it  may  be  that  action  under  planning  law  where 
the  “free”  period  is  a shorter  one  of  28  days  might  be  more 
appropriate.  Here  again,  however,  the  wheels  of  the  adminis- 
trative machinery  revolve  so  slowly  that  by  the  time  any 
enforcing  action  can  be  taken  all  the  campers  are  comfortably 
back  at  home. 

There  were  70  sites  in  the  area  which  were  used  for 
camping  and  caravanning  purposes  during  1961.  The  estimated 
maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in  the  area  at  one  time 
during  the  summer  season  was  5,800.  296  caravans  are 

permanently  occupied.  The  Council  adopted  the  Model 
Standards  in  relation  to  residential  sites,  and  to  holiday  sites 
with  the  exception  of  the  need  to  provide  hardstandings. 

There  was  no  need  for  legal  proceedings  but  no  doubt  such 
a pleasant  state  of  affairs  will  come  to  an  end  in  1962! 

Water  Supply 

The  number  of  houses  on  a mains  supply  of  water  is 
estimated  to  be  4,429.  The  number  of  new  connections  was 
242.  The  positions  in  the  various  parishes  is  set  out  in  the 
table  on  page  18. 


Water  Supplies  to  Houses 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  district  in  1961.  The 
hope  that  the  second  stage  of  the  Staining  scheme  might  be 
commenced  in  1961  was  not  fulfilled.  Other  schemes  in  the 
course  of  preparation  are  at  Elswick  and  Weeton.  When  all 
the  Council’s  plans  for  the  provision  or  extension  of  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal  works  have  been  brought  to  fruition,  this 
district  must  surely  rank  as  one  of  the  most  advanced  rural 
areas  in  the  country. 

Schools 

There  are  14  schools  in  the  area  of  the  Council  and  their 
sanitary  condition  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Number  with  unsatisfactory  yard  surfaces  ...  — 

Number  with  fresh  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  with  waste  water  closets  ... 

Number  with  trough  closets 

Number  with  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  drained  to  public  sewers  ...  ...  ...  b 

Number  drained  to  private  treatment  works  ...  7 

Number  of  schools  with  moveable  dustbins  ...  14 

Number  of  schools  with  mains  supply  of  water  ...  14 


Number  of  schools  with  unsatisfactory  washing  facilities  b 

Staining  C.  of  E.  school  is  the  only  one  where  pail  closets 
are  used.  These  will  remain  until  the  proposed  sewer  is 
completed. 

Rodent  Control 

The  duties  of  part-time  Rodent  Operator  are  undertaken 
by  the  foreman  of  the  Health  Department.  No  large  infesta- 
tions of  rats  or  mice  were  found  during  the  year,  and  once 
again  the  Council's  sewers  were  found  to  be  free  of  rats  when 
the  sewers  were  test-baited. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  were  4,885  properties  in  the 
district,  comprising  6 local  authority  properties,  4,115  dwelling 
houses,  507  business  premises,  and  257  agricultural  premises. 
174  visits  were  made  to  dwelling  houses  ; 170  at  business 
premises  and  66  at  agricultural  premises.  The  service  to 
dwelling  houses  is  given  free  of  charge,  whilst  business  premises 
are  charged  on  a time  and  materials  basis.  No  statutory  action 
was  necessary. 


Housing 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  ; — 

Houses  Flats 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  ...  ...  54  — 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  ...  — — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . . . 134  — 

I.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  this  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  1 18 

(b)  No.  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  193 

(c)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  (a)  above  found 

to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  but  capable  of 
being  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  existing  at  end 

of  year  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of 
being  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 


2.  Houses  Demolished  — 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 


Houses 

De- 


Displaced 
during  Year 


In  Clearance  Areas ; 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation . . 
Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement,  etc. 

Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43(2),  Housing  Act,  1957  • • 


molished 


Persons 


Families 


14 


Not  in  Clearance  Areas  ; 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  17(1), 
Housing  Act,  1957  . . 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken  under 
local  Acts 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 
Orders 


10 


I 


1 1 


4 


21 


3-  Unfit  Houses  Closed  — 


(r)  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and 
35(1)  Housing  Act,  1957 

(2)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 

Housing  Act,  1957  • • 

(3)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
Section  t8.  Housing  Act,  1957 


Number 

Disp 

during 

laced 

1 year 

Persons 

Families 

3 

9 

3 

4.  Unfit  Houses  made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects 
were  Remedied  — 


(1)  After  informal  action  by  local 
authority 

(2)  After  formal  notice  under  : 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Sections  9 and  16,  Housing 

Act,  1957  

(3)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act, 


1 

By  Local 

By  Owner 

Authority 

9 

— 

•• 

1957 


5.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act,  1957)  — 


Position  at  end  of  Year  : 

(i)  Retained  for  temporary  accommo- 
dation — 

(a)  Under  Section  48 


Number 

of 

Houses 

(I) 


Number  of 
separate  dwellings 
contained  in 
column  (i) 

(2) 


(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

(c)  Under  Section  46 


{2)  Licensed  for  temporary  cocupation 
under  Sections  34  and  53 


b.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement  — 


Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clear- 
ance Orders  or  Compulsory  Pur- 
chase Orders,  purchased  during  the 
year 


\ 

Number  of 

N umber 

occupants  of 

of 

houses  in 

Houses 

Col.  (i) 

(I) 

(2) 

1 

7.  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 
Act,  1958  — Improvement  grants,  etc.  — 


Actiou  during  year  : 


(a)  Submitted  by 
private  individuals 
to  local  authority 

(b)  Approved  by  local 
authority 

(c)  Submitted  by 
local  authority  to 
Ministry  . . 

(d)  Finally  approved 
by  Ministry 

(e)  Work  completed 

(f)  Additional  separate 
dwellings  included 
in  (e)  above 


Private  Bodies  or 

In 

idividuals 

Local  Authority 

No.  of  dwelling 

No.  of  dwelling- 

No.  of 

houses  or  other 

No.  of 

houses  or  other 

schemes 

buildings 

schemes 

buildings 

affected 

affected 

12 

13 

12 

13 

13 

Ki 

One 

Nil 

1 

8.  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  — 
Standard  Grants  — 


Action  during  Year  : 

No.  of  dwellings 
or  other  buildings 
affected 

(a) 

Applications  Submitted  to  local  authority  . . 

23 

(b) 

Applications  Approved  by  local  authority  . . 

23 

tc) 

Work  completed 

20 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  GRAHAM, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


